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Topic: Called To Be Part of God’s Family

Prayer: Psalm 133

Start your prayer time by reading Psalm 133 aloud. Reflect on the beauty and blessing of
unity within the body of Christ as depicted in this Psalm. Consider the imagery of oil and dew
—symbols of anointing and refreshment that God bestows upon His people when they live in
harmony.

Meditate
Read: Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)

In Acts 2, we witness a powerful display of the Holy Spirit's descent upon the believers
gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost. This event marked the birth of the early
church, where we see the believers experiencing a profound unity and fellowship that is
worth exploring.

During this time, Jerusalem was overflowing with Jewish pilgrims from all parts of the world
who had come to celebrate Pentecost. The cultural context is essential here as the diverse
backgrounds of these believers reflected the breadth of God's salvation plan for all nations,
in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.

In Acts 2:42-47, we see how the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. This deep sense of community and shared
purpose was foundational to the early church's growth and impact.

The practical insights we can draw from this passage are manifold. First and foremost, we
learn the importance of unity in the body of Christ. Despite their differences, the believers
were united in their devotion to God and to one another. This unity allowed them to bear
witness to the world effectively.

Furthermore, their commitment to fellowship reminds us of the significance of community in
our spiritual journey. We are not meant to walk this path alone but to support, encourage, and



strengthen one another in faith.

The breaking of bread together not only signifies the practice of communion but also
represents the sharing of meals and resources among the believers. This act of sharing
fostered a spirit of generosity and care within the community.

Lastly, the believers' dedication to prayer highlights the necessity of seeking God's guidance
and empowerment in all aspects of our lives. Prayer is a powerful tool that connects us to the
source of our strength and wisdom.

Discussion Questions:
For Students:

e How can you practice fellowship with your peers to foster a sense of unity and support?
e What are some ways you can devote more time to learning about your faith?
e How does sharing your resources with others enhance your spiritual growth?

For Families:

e What steps can your family take to incorporate more communal prayer and scripture
reading into your daily life?

e How can sharing meals serve as a form of fellowship and bonding in your family?

e |n what ways can your family support other families within your church community?

For Professionals:

e How can you demonstrate unity and generosity with your coworkers, even in a
competitive environment?

e What role does prayer play in your professional life and decision-making?

e How can your professional skills be used to serve the wider community within and
outside the church?

Prayer

The following prayer points are designed to guide you in praying intentionally for unity,
spiritual growth, and outreach, drawing inspiration from the way the early believers lived out
their faith together. Let these prayers help you align your heart and actions with God’s desires
for His church.

Prayer for Unity and Fellowship:

e lLord, inspire us to cultivate the unity and fellowship exemplified by the early church
at Pentecost. Help us to embrace diversity, foster peace, and extend love in all our
relationships within the church community. May our gatherings be a reflection of Your
inclusive and welcoming nature.



Prayer for Devotion and Spiritual Growth:

e Heavenly Father, deepen our commitment to Your teachings and to each other.
Encourage us to engage with Scripture earnestly and to participate in communal
prayers and meals. Let these practices strengthen our faith and draw us closer to You
and one another.

Prayer for Outreach and Generosity:

e Almighty God, grant us opportunities to demonstrate Your love through our actions.
Help us to be generous with our time, resources, and talents. Empower us to be
effective witnesses of Your Gospel, expanding Your kingdom by reaching out to others
with the message of salvation.
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