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Topic: The Widow’s Hope
Pray:

Heavenly Father, we come before you with gratitude and awe for the compassion and power
displayed by your Son, Jesus Christ. Thank you for the hope we find in his resurrection, and
for the assurance that he can bring life to our most lifeless circumstances. In our moments of
grief and despair, help us remember that your love and authority are always with us.
Strengthen our faith, Lord, and grant us the confidence to trust in your abounding love and
power. Amen.

Meditate:
Read Luke 7:11-17

In Luke 7:11-17, we witness an incredible display of Jesus' compassion and power as he raises a
widow's son from the dead. This event holds deep significance both culturally and spiritually,
giving us plenty of reasons to rejoice and find encouragement in our own lives today.

During the time of Jesus, widows faced immense challenges, as they often lacked the support
and protection of a husband. Losing a son would have compounded the widow's grief, leaving
her in a vulnerable and desperate situation. However, Jesus, in his great love and compassion,
was not content to let this widow suffer alone. He saw her pain and immediately reached out,
telling her not to weep.

What happens next is truly awe-inspiring. Jesus approaches the funeral procession, touches
the open coffin, and speaks directly to the dead man, saying, "Young man, | say to you, arise!"
And just like that, the young man sits up and starts speaking. Can you imagine the shock and
joy that filled the hearts of those withessing this miracle? This is a powerful reminder of
Jesus' divine authority over death. He proves that he is no ordinary man, but the Son of God
who holds power over life itself.

Not only does this resurrection demonstrate Jesus' authority, but it also foreshadows the
greatest event in history - his own resurrection. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus
conquered sin and death once and for all, offering us the gift of eternal life. This eventis a



beautiful example of the hope we have in Jesus. Just as he brought physical life back to the
widow's son, he offers us new life in him, both now and for all eternity.

So, let us be encouraged by this story and remember that the same Jesus who displayed such
compassion and power then is still with us today. Whatever challenges we face, we can trust
in his love and know that he has the power to bring life into even the most lifeless situations.
Let us rejoice in the hope of our own resurrection, made possible through Jesus, and live with
confidence in his abounding love and power.

Proclaim:

Let us proclaim our faith in the resurrected Lord, Jesus Christ, who conquered death and
offers us eternal life. In our own lives, may we share this hope with others, letting them know
that in Jesus, there is new life, forgiveness, and salvation. Just as the young man in the story
was raised from the dead, we too can experience a spiritual awakening when we surrender our
lives to Christ. Share this message of hope with someone today.

Discussion Questions:
For Students:

1. Imagine being present at the scene when Jesus raised the young man from the dead. How
do you think you would have felt? What questions might you have had for Jesus?

2. In what ways can this story of Jesus' compassion and power encourage you in your own
life? Are there challenges or difficulties you're currently facing where you need to trustin
God's ability to bring life and hope?

3. Jesus demonstrated deep compassion for the widow. How can you show compassion to
those around you who are grieving or going through difficult times? Share a personal
experience or idea.

For Parents:

1. Asaparent, how do you relate to the widow's desperation and grief in this story? What
can we learn about God's compassion and intervention in our own parenting journeys?

2. Discuss the concept of hope and resurrection with your children. How can you help them
understand the hope we have in Jesus and the assurance of eternal life?

3. Share a personal story or reflection on a time when you witnessed God's power and
compassion in a challenging situation. How did that experience deepen your faith or your
family's faith?

For Professionals:

1. Inyour professional life, you may encounter situations that seem impossible or lifeless.
How does the story of Jesus raising the young man from the dead resonate with
challenges you've faced in your career?

2. Discuss the idea of hope and transformation in a workplace context. How can leaders and
colleagues inspire and uplift one another during difficult times?



3. Think about the power of leadership and influence in this story. Jesus' authority brought
life to a dire situation. How can you use your professional influence for positive change
and encouragement in your workplace or industry?
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