Topic: The Persistent Widow

Pray:

Begin your prayer by thanking God for His presence and His willingness to listen to your
prayers. Use Psalm 139:23-24 (NIV) as a starting point: "Search me, God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me and lead me in
the way everlasting."

Meditate:

Read Luke 18:1-8 (NIV) - "Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
should always pray and not give up. He said: 'In a certain town, there was a judge who
neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And there was a widow in that town who
kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary. For some time, he
refused. But finally, he said to himself, 'Even though | don't fear God or care what people
think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will see that she gets justice so that she
won't eventually come and attack me!' And the Lord said, 'Listen to what the unjust judge
says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and
night? Will he keep putting them off? | tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.
However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"

Have you ever faced a situation where it felt like your prayers were going unanswered, and
you needed to persist in seeking a breakthrough? In those moments, we must remember that
we have a God who is more than willing to help. It’s essential to grasp that the purpose of
prayer isn't just about getting what we want; it's about spending time with the God who loves
us deeply. This experience aligns our hearts with His and helps us realize that what we're
asking for is often nothing compared to what He has already given. Persistent prayer might
not change God's mind, but it changes us, aligning our hearts with His. The starting point of
your breakthrough is admitting that you can't achieve it apart from God's grace. This parable
of the persistent widow and unjust judge serves as a reminder: Our God is just and loving, and
as we persist in prayer, we grow in faith and dependence on His grace.

Proclaim:
"I declare that | will persist in prayer, trusting that God hears me and will bring about justice in



His perfect timing. My faith remains unwavering, and | will continue to cry out to Him day and
night."

Fellowship:
Share with a friend or family member a situation where persistent prayer led to a positive
outcome. Encourage each other to maintain faith and perseverance in your prayer lives.

For Students:

e Have you ever faced a problem that required you to keep trying and not give up? How did
you handle it?

e When you pray for something, do you ever feel like God isn't listening? How can the
parable of the persistent widow help you understand prayer better?

e Do you know someone who needs help or justice? How can you support them, like the
widow in the story?

For Parents:

e How can we teach our children to keep trying, even when things are tough?

e What can we do as a family to encourage patient and persistent prayer?

e How can we show our children the importance of standing up for what's right, like the
widow in the parable?

For Professionals:

e Inyour work, have you faced challenges that required persistence? How did you handle
them?

e How can busy professionals make time for prayer and use it as a source of guidance in
their careers?

e Inyour professional role, how can you advocate for fairness and justice?
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